
PUBLI C SURVEY TO DETERMINE COUNTY POTENTIALS 

To provide further insight into Wayne County's eco nomic 

potentials f or growth, the Wayne Count y Planning Board de

cided to tak e the matt er t o the peopl e in th e coun t y, p a rti c

ularly those mos t co nc er ned with guiding the cou nt y's future. 

Hopefully, a representative cross-se c ti o n o f th e business 

and industrial leaders we re sampled . Th e following paragraph s 

summarize th e information ob tain ed b y p e rs o nal interviews with 

th ese l oca l l eaders. 

For th e ag ri cu lt ural industry , th e shor t age o f farm 

l abo r was co nsid ered th e mo st pressing pr o blem a t this tim e. 

New manufacturing industri e s in the cou nty have both helped 

and hind e r e d the average farmer. Manufacturing normally p ays 

higher wages, c ausing farme rs to increase their wages. Also, 

many pe o pl e wh o have worked as seasona l lab or for th e farms 

have now gone t o a manufacturing job full-time, thus ca u s ing 

th e scarce farm lab or sup pl y . Bu t , n ew manufacturing pl a nt s 

bring in new peopl e . This p rovides s o me summer farm e mpl oy 

ment for their c hildren and also c r ea tes more demand for 

some of the farmers' pr o du c ts . 

helped greatly. 

The dair y in g farms have b ee n 

Most p eop l e felt that farm in co mes would in crease o v e r 

the next twent y years a t a growth rate o f about five p e rc e nt 

per year. They felt th a t "o pp o rtunit y would knock", but more 

money must b e made available f o r th e n eces s a r y me c hanization 

of farming methods, which a r e n o t readil y a vailable t o day. 

Most a l so felt th a t l ess dependence should be pl aced o n 

t obacco as th e prin ci pal cas h c r o p and more di vers ifi ca ti on, 

p articularly in food pr od u c ti o n, o f ag ri cu lture wou ld b e 

needed in th e fu t ure. It was also suggested th a t ther e was 

a n ee d for mo r e eff i cie n cy in pr o du c ti o n . Liv es t oc k and 

p ou ltr y pr o du c ti on op p ortunities have increased and th ese 

are the areas where mo s t farmers h ave the n ecessary facilities , 

A little time and a sma ll investment woul d provide many 
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